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Ramsey  Lake  State  Park,  a  mile  and  a  half  northwest 
of  Ramsey  in  Fayette  County,  was  first  considered  as  a 
public  recreational  spot  during  the  administration  of  the 
late  Governor  Len  Small. 

Formerly  “Old  Fox  Chase  Grounds” 

Long  known  as  the  “Old  Fox  Chase  Grounds,  it  was 
a  popular  place  for  many  fox  and  coon  hunters  to  try 
the  skill  of  their  dogs.  For  a  number  of  years,  during 
the  later  part  of  September,  was  staged  the  largest  meet. 
The  center  of  activities  was  near  the  big  spring  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  present  lake.  It  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  country  fair  grounds  with  a  dance  platform 
under  a  tent,  merry-go-round  and  other  rides,  large  farm 
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•  Thousands  of  Dog  Lovers  Attended  the  Chases  in  the  1920s 


machinery  displays,  and  several  dozen  tents  for  contestants 
and  spectators.  When  the  big  spring  failed  the  big  con' 
test  was  moved  elsewhere. 

The  owner  of  the  land,  S.  E.  Stokes,  was  civic  minded 
and  made  his  property  available  for  outings  of  Sunday 
Schools  and  other  groups.  With  its  rough  wooded  hills 
and  beautiful  woods,  it  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
recreational  areas  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

State  Purchases  Area  in  1947 

In  1947  the  State  purchased  815  acres  of  this  land  for 
a  lake  site.  The  Ramsey  Lions  Club  was  particularly 
active  in  helping  to  secure  the  land.  Donations  by  the 
township,  county  and  individuals  went  into  building  a 
road  to  the  area  and  the  Ramsey  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  did  the  landscaping  of  the  road. 


As  an  added  inducement  to  the  pole  and  line  fisherman, 
channel  catfish  are  periodically  stocked  and  offer  returns 
of  large  fish.  Although  not  officially  stocked  by  the  State, 
both  black  and  white  crappe  are  present  and  afford  good 
sport,  especially  during  early  spring. 

Census  Shows  Many  Large  Individuals 

Annual  samplings  of  the  fish  population  always  reveals 
goodly  numbers  of  large  sized  individuals  not  as  yet  vie' 
tims  of  anglers  techniques.  This  is  especially  true  of 
largemouth  bass. 

In  order  to  maintain  a  desirable  fish  population,  the  lake 
has  undergone  several  water  drawdowns  aimed  at  reducing 
large  numbers  of  small  panfish.  This  management  tool 


Conservation  Department  engineers  shortly  afterward 
started  the  a  50acre  lake.  A  90'foot  spillway  was  built 
and  a  fourToot  tunnel  connected  with  a  mechanical  spilh 
way  controls  the  water  height.  The  completed  dam  im' 

pounds  193,000,000  gallons  of 
water  and  the  lake  has  a  shore  line 
of  22,000  feet.  It  required  a  year 
to  build  the  lake. 


Lake  Stocked  to  Game  Fish 

The  lake  was  initially  stocked 
with  50  largemouth  bass  in  1949 
and  75  bluegills  in  1950.  This  ini' 
tial  stocking  has  produced  the  good 
bass  and  bluegill  fishing  now  ern 
joyed.  Redear  sunfish  were  intro' 
duced  in  1956  and  now  appear  in 
the  experienced  fisherman’s  creel. 


•  Children  Enjoy  Play  Grounds 
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•  Shelter  House  in  Shaded  Picnic  Area 


coupled  with  other  fishery  practices  insures  the  novice  and 
experienced  angler  alike  the  opportunity  of  catching 
keepers. 

Made  State  Park  in  1955 

The  park  has  a  boat  dock  where  boats  are  rented  and 
where  space  is  provided  for  private  boats.  Developed  by 
the  Division  of  Fisheries,  the  park  was  transferred  to  the 
Division  of  Parks  and  Memorials  in  1955  and  the  picnic 
areas  have  been  extended,  a  camp  ground  built  on  the 
far  side  of  the  lake,  and  in  other  ways  developed  to 
provide  excellent  recreational  facilities.  The  park  has 
good  roads  to  all  sections  making  it  possible  for  pole 
line  fishermen  to  enjoy  the  lake  as  well  as  those  who  use 
boats.  Several  shelter  houses  received  good  use. 


•  The  Commodious  Boat  Docks 


PICKNICKING — There  are  Picnic  areas  with  pure 
water,  fireplaces  with  wood  and  picnic  tables  desig¬ 
nated  areas.  No  cooking  may  be  done  except  on 
Pctrk  stov6s 

PUBLIC  CAMPING — Sites  for  tents  or  trailers 
are  available  A  Camping  Permit  must 

be  obtained  frorr^uTf^VEU’k  Custodian  who  will  as¬ 
sign  a  site.  Permits  are  issued  up  to  one  week. 
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DIVISION  OF  PARKS  AND  MEMORIALS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION 
Room  100,  State  Office  Building 
Springfield,  Illinois 


E-  ,  .  .  , 

•  The  Lake  Provides  Many  Vistas 


